Writing Experiences Survey 4

Writing Experiences Survey
	In this project, you’ll try to replicate some of the research you encountered when you read Amanda Lenhart et al.’s Pew study of student writing habits. The object is to survey fellow students (in your class, other classes, or across campus) about their experiences with writing. Based on your findings, you’ll be writing a report for high school teachers, conveying what you think would be important for them to know about students’ writing experiences.

	Brainstorming Your Object of Study and Methods
	While this is already a pretty tightly focused project, you’ll need to do some thinking about what kinds of writing experiences you’d like to focus on, and you’ll have to plan, concretely, how to do the survey.
	For example, if you replicated the Pew study closely, you’d be asking students about:
· the kinds of writing experiences that motivate them.
· the kinds of writing they do most frequently.
· the kinds of writing experience and instruction they have had in school.
· the technologies that mediate writing.
But, you could also expand the areas you look at, or focus in more tightly on particular aspects.
	As you consider what particular questions you might ask on your survey, use the Pew study as an example, and feel free to brainstorm other questions, especially if you decide to look at areas different than that study already does.
	In recent years, it’s become reasonably easy to build and distribute surveys electronically, using Web applications such as SurveyMonkey or Google Forms. (You can google “online survey software” for a range of options.) Different apps let you have different numbers of questions and respondents in their free versions, and use different pricing structures if you want to inexpensively (or more expensively) step up the number of either. So, shop around some in selecting software.
	If you replicate research questions from the Pew study, you know that they’ve already been tested and used by other respondents. If you invent your own questions, you’ll need to test them on a few users to make sure that the users can make sense of the questions and possible answers before you release the survey as a whole.
	Remember ethical conduct of research: At WVU, class projects don’t require review by the university’s research ethics board (or IRB), but that does not relieve you of responsibility to ensure that you protect the privacy of your respondents and the data they contribute to your study, and that you “first, do no harm” in the questions you ask or what you write about the data you collect.
	
	Data Analysis and Follow-Up Interviews
	As is usually the case with data analysis, you’ll be looking for patterns in your responses, and for responses that break or stand out from those patterns. What matters is what’s interesting to you, as the researcher, in those responses, so you’ll choose where to focus any follow-up research you do. It’s very likely that your survey will leave you knowing a great deal about what people’s experiences are but not a lot about why their experiences are what they are, or about what those experiences mean to the writers having them or to our culture more broadly.
	Therefore, expect to want to conduct some follow-up interviews in which you ask those questions of specific respondents (of your choice); your interview questions will emerge from the survey responses themselves. A generally good strategy is to have a few questions you ask of each interviewee but to also make sure each interview is a free-form conversation that goes where you and your interviewee take it. What you hear in the interviews should help you further shape what it is you want to convey in your report about students’ writing experiences.

	Planning, Drafting, and Revising
	As noted above, your research should result in a report similar to the one from the Pew Research Center, with high school teachers (especially language arts teachers) as its audience. What do you want those teachers to know about college students’ writing experiences? And what can teachers learn from students about how to improve writing instruction and students’ motivation to write?
	Your planning will need to cover two main elements: what points you want to make in your report, and how to structure the report in order to make those points. Depending on how closely your survey replicates the Pew study, your report may be able to follow a similar structure. You can certainly always adopt the standard social-science reporting model (introduction, background, methods, data analysis, implications). However, depending on your data and what points you want to make, you may find a more efficient or meaningful organization for your argument.
	As you draft the piece, pay attention to new ideas that arise while you’re writing. Make your first step in revision to compare the end of your draft with the beginning: Are they consistent? Most of the time, a writer’s ideas “shift” a bit during drafting, making the original introduction and conclusion out of step with each other. Sometimes, if a writer’s first try at the piece is a “discovery draft” which is deliberately intended to help him or her learn what he or she has to say, the writer may only have arrived at the main point at the end of this first draft. Revision, then, is about making sure that any ideas you discovered in the writing of one draft are fully reflected throughout the next draft (that the next draft is “aware of” those new ideas from its beginning and that they’re carefully incorporated into the best places in the revision).

	What Makes It Good?
	Here are some things stronger reports will do better than weaker ones:
· Have a clear point or argument (or several), supported with clear reasons linked to particular data from your study.
· Be highly readable by making its main findings and points visually prominent for readers and using an intuitive, effective organization of ideas.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Include discussion of what survey questions were asked, what kinds of and how many respondents completed the survey, and how respondents were made aware of the survey to begin with.
· Attempt to explain and interpret findings rather than simply state what they were.
· Provide some visual representations of more complicated data, as necessary for better reader comprehension.
· Use a tone and present a professional ethos appropriate for an audience of high-school teachers.
